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AMEMBASSY ATHENS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NICOSIA 493 

EO 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINS, CY GR 

SUBJECT: THEODORAKIS IN CYPRUS 

REF: ATHENS 1419 

1. MIKIS THEODORAKIS TRANSITED NICOSIA IN NORMAL FASHION 
EN ROUTE FROM ISRAEL TO LEBANON MARCH 7. HE WAS QUOTED 
IN LOCAL PRESS AS STATING HE WAS UNABLE TO VISIT CYPRUS, 

BUT THAT IT WAS NOT TRUE THAT PRES. MAKARIOS HAD DISSUADED 
HIM FROM DOING SO AND HE HOPED TO VISIT CYPRUS IN FUTURE. 

HE SAID " TECHNICAL REASONS" PREVENTED HIS GIVING CONCERT 
HERE. 

2. FEB 21 FONMIN CHRISTOPHIDES TOLD ME CYPRUS GOVT 
HAD BEEN APPALLED AT THOUGHT OF UNPLEASANTNESS WITH 
ATHENS WHICH MIGHT HAVE ENSUED IF THEODORAKIS HAD PER- 
FORMED IN CONCERT ON THE ISLAND. ACCORDINGLY, THEY 
QUIETLY QUASHED EFFORTS BEING MADE BY LEFTIST EAGER 
BEAVERS TO ORGANIZE AT LEAST ONE CONCERT FOR THEODORAKIS 
IN CYPRUS. 

POPPER 
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